Walter Robert Tilson
April 17, 1952 - March 25, 2019

Walter Robert Tilson, Jr., 66, of Grayling, passed away on March 25, 2019.
He was born on April 17, 1952 in Detroit to the late Walter and Evelyn (Bess) Tilson. He
married Nannette Huff on March 29, 1996 in Royal Oak. Walt graduated with a law degree
from University of Detroit Mercy but later pursued a career in education. He first taught
English at Kirtland Community College and then taught alternate education and GED
completion through Crawford AuSable schools. Walt retired from Crawford AuSable
Schools in 2018. He enjoyed fly fishing and was a guide for many on the Manistee and
AuSable Rivers. Walt enjoyed great conversations and eclectic music.
Survived by his children: Shilee (Josh) Taylor of Delton, Bridgette (Jason) Steele of
Gaylord, Ethan Tilson of Pleasant Lake; and grandchildren Braeden Taylor and Sophie
Steele; by his sister Elizabeth (Jim) Reid of Royal Oak, and brothers Joe (Carolyn) Tilson
of Livonia and Chuck (Mary) Tilson of Wixom, as well as many nieces and nephews.
Preceded in death by his parents, wife, Nannette, and sister, Kathy Tilson.
A wake will be held 1:30 pm April 6, 2019 at Paddle Hard in Grayling, MI. Interment will be
at Elmwood Cemetery. Condolences and cards may be sent to
www.sorensonlockwood.com or Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home, PO Box 602,
Grayling, MI 49738.
Family selected Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home to walk with them for arrangements.
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Comments

“

I met Walt in the early 1990's while he was working at the Fly Factory in Grayling, MI.
We hit it off pretty well right away and was thrilled when the next year he invited me
to go fishing together. We fished together every year since except last year when his
teaching wouldn't allow him to make it. We spent time at Penrod's, many nights into
the early morning listening to his weird taste in music and drinking beers.
I will miss Walt Tilson for the rest of my life. Every time I catch a trout, it will be
because Walt taught me how. Every time I go up to Grayling it will be Walt that I will
think about.
Walt Tilson was my friend and will be in my heart forever. I will miss him.
Jim Saad

Jim Saad - May 17 at 06:09 PM

“

My sincere sympathies to the Tilson family. Walt and I had the good fortune to share
a great start in life at the school. Michael McCormick, U of D High Class of '70

Michael G McCormick - April 10 at 03:37 PM

“

Mr. Tilson was one of the most unique humans I ever met. What I mean by this? He
loved helping the people who didn't know that they were able to be helped.
Unfortunately I will not be able to make it to pay my respects to such a wonderful
person, but I know he's in heaven flying around.
I struggled in school middle school through high school. I never thought I'd get my
degree. He stood by my side and worked in abundance to help me achieve that. He
never got impatient with me, we shared our odd music tastes together. He laughed
with us, and was completely dedicated to getting us to where we need to be. He
spoke of his wife, and how much he loved her. He had the kindest soul, and is by far
the best teacher I've had in my lifetime. I thank God for the honor of knowing him. My
prayers and condolences are with his family. R.I.P to a good friend, teacher, and over
all heart

Rachel Anne Kubinec - April 05 at 10:02 PM

“

Walt and I were friends for many years. Out friendship started at Christ the King
grade school, including Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. We went to U of D High, class
of 1970. He died too young.

Bill Moylan - April 02 at 04:14 PM

“

Walt Tilson a mentor and friend I moved to Grayling 4 Years ago at that time I met
Walt what an outstanding person and I will miss him and the conversations we
shared and the knowledge he gave to me RIP my friend you will be missed loving
Grace be with his family Brian Wagner

Brian Wagner - April 01 at 01:43 PM

