Robert Bruce Golnick
August 12, 1934 - December 3, 2018

Robert Bruce Golnick, 84, lifelong resident of Grayling, passed away December 3, 2018.
Bob was born on August 12, 1934 to the late William and Ruth (Lovely) Golnick in
Grayling. He graduated from Grayling High School. Bob served in the United States Air
Force. Bob married the former Jerimae Harwood on July 14, 1956 at St. Mary's Catholic
Church. He retired from A&P grocery store in 1969 after 23 years. Bob was active in the
Grayling Community serving on City Council and serving as Mayor of Grayling October
1987 to November 1997. He served on the Grayling Fire Department for 32 years with
part of his career acting as the Fire Chief. Bob was employed at Crawford County Sheriff
Department as a Deputy. He also worked for Sorenson Funeral Home. Bob was a member
of St. Mary's Catholic Church and proudly served as an usher. In his spare time, Bob
enjoyed watching the Detroit Tigers and Traverse City Beach Bums.
Survived by his wife, Jeri of 62 years. Children: Jenelle (Cy Wakeley) Golnick of Grayling
and Jim (Yvonne) Golnick of Grayling. Grandchildren: Lori Pittman, Darcy McClain, Krysta
(Chris Quisenberry) Golnick, and Joshua Golnick. Great grandchildren: Jesse, Zane,
Callie, Hayley, Donny, and Kaylee. Brothers: Harold "Tike" (Sally) Golnick and Karl (Karen)
Golnick. Sister: Dolores "Butch" Feldhauser. Preceded in death by his parents, brothers,
Fritz Golnick, Claude (Buno) Golnick, and sister, Jerry McGaffigan.
Visitation will be held at Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home on Friday, December 7, 2018
between 3-7 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. Mary's Catholic Church on
Saturday, December 8, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. Interment will be at Elmwood Cemetery.
Condolences may be sent to www.sorensonlockwood.com. For those that wish to
remember Bob by memorial contribution, please consider the American Lung Association.
Arrangements by Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home.
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Comments

“

My memories of Bob range from many "coffee hours" at Wert's Lone Pine Inn in the
70's, to his many years of dedicated service at the Grayling City & Township Fire
Department, to some epic card battles at the black-jack tables in Las Vegas. Through
all those wonderful memories, the dominate thought is that he may have been the
most pleasant and kind man I ever met.
Jeff Anthony

Jeff Anthony - December 06, 2018 at 08:34 PM

“

Aunt Jeri, Jenelle & Cy, Jim & Yvonne and families
I'm so sorry for your loss. I really wanted to come up for funeral. I'm sorry I couldn't
make it. Uncle Bob was a good man. My most cherished memory is when he sat with
me up at the hospital when my dad was in. We talked, we cried, we laughed. I was
so grateful he was there for me. I loved him

Cheryl Timmerman - December 06, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the entire Family. Although our paths haven't crossed in
several years, I have fond memories of times past. He was a good man and a lot of
fun with whom to discuss any topic. God Bless.

Mike Anthony - December 06, 2018 at 01:33 PM

“

Rest in peace Mr. Mayor. Grayling is a better place because of you.

Jack Pilon - December 05, 2018 at 09:58 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Robert Bruce Golnick.

December 04, 2018 at 04:46 PM

“

I am very saddened to hear of Bobs passing. He was a person who did his best
whether serving the Country, the City of Grayling, the Grayling Twp. Fire Dept. or the
many boards he served on. His health has been a problem for years but he battled
on without mention.
Nancy and I would like the family to know you are in our thoughts and prayers as you
grieve your great loss as well as the places he was so involved.

Nancy and Bob McLachlan
bob McLachlan - December 04, 2018 at 03:44 PM

“

I knew Bob and family for over 40 years and a kinder more gentle soul I've yet to meet. He
was funny, kind to everyone and a very dedicated member of this community. He will be
missed. I'm sorry I can't make it to the funeral but you are all in my thoughts. Rest now Bob,
you've earned it.
RaxAnn Adams - December 08, 2018 at 10:52 AM

“

Bob has been a good friend for the last 46 years. He and Jeri have been the best
neighbors you could ask for since they built next door in 1990. We will miss him
greatly.
Bob was on the city council when I came to Grayling as city manager in 1972 and
served as Mayor and council member until i retired in 1999 so we worked together
for almost 30 years counting my time as consultant to the city through NEMCOG
from 1970 to 1972.
He was a fine gentleman who always did his best for the people of Grayling.
Jeri and family we are so sorry for your loss but we know he is in a better place
smiling down on all of us here in Grayling.
Love Jerry & Judy Morford

JERRY MORFORD - December 04, 2018 at 02:31 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear this. Bob was a really great guy and always very nice to me.
My thoughts will be with all of you. I know how hard it is to lose a father at Christmas
time. I hope you are able to remember all of the good times and the laughs. The hard
part about not living in Grayling any more is not being able to personally tell you how
much I liked and respected Bob. Your friend, Dick Joseph

Dick Joseph - December 04, 2018 at 02:14 PM

“

I have known Bob for over 46 years wearing many hats in the Grayling community! He
always impressed me as a humble, gracious gentleman! I never heard him brag or speak
down to anyone. It was always a pleasure to talk with him. Bob was always the kind of
person that makes a community a nice place to live. I know he will be greatly missed by
family, friends, neighbors and the entire community. I count it a privilege to have known him
as a friend. My thoughts and prayers are for God's comfort and strength for his family
during their time of loss. Dr. Bob Barnett
Dr. Robert Barnett - December 05, 2018 at 05:30 PM

“

Dear Jeri and family: A good friend just called me today about Bob. I'm so sorry. Jeri, can
you just close your eyes and imagine Bob and Joe reunited "up there" talking "police stuff"
and Joe and he building something!
Barbara White - December 07, 2018 at 04:48 PM

“

There is no kinder, gentler soul than Bob. The world has lost one of the best human beings
I have EVER shared words with. The Golnick house was a second home to me and I’ve
always considered it an honor and a privilege to have known and loved Bob and Jeri t/o my
entire life. I know he is missed so deeply, but what a gift he is to all in heaven. God bless
your hearts and thank you for affording us the opportunity to share this wonderful man.
Because of it our lives were ever so enriched.

. Jeri, Jenelle, Jimmy et al we keep you

close to our hearts and in our prayers. All our love, Jed and Mary Kay Blaauw
Mary Kay Blaauw - December 15, 2018 at 04:59 PM

