Kirk Alan Wakefield
June 5, 1950 - April 16, 2019

Kirk Alan Wakefield, 68, of Grayling, passed away on April 16, 2019.
He was born on June 5, 1950 to the late Robert and Shirley (Murdock) Wakefield. Kirk
grew up in Milford, Michigan. Kirk started working at a young age at his Uncle Buds gas
station. He also worked for GM. He served in the US Army during the Vietnam Era and
was a recipient of the Purple Heart.
He started his career in law enforcement in 1978, first working at the Howell Police
Department. He soon moved to Northern Michigan and joined the Crawford County Sheriff
Department. Kirk worked his way up through the ranks. He served as the Undersheriff
from 1995-2002. Kirk was then elected as Sheriff, a position he held for 17 years until his
retirement in December 2018. Kirk served as command leader of Northern Michigan
Mutual Aid Task Force. He served as the Past President of Michigan Sheriffs Association.
Kirk received the Grayling Citizen of the Year in March of 2019. Kirk was a Master Mason
of the Masonic Lodge of Grayling and Grand Lodge of Michigan and Elf Khurafeh Shriner.
After a proposal under the Mackinac Bridge, he married the love of his life, Dawn Marie
Smith on May 9, 2015 in Goodhart, Michigan on the shores of Lake Michigan.
Kirk enjoyed fishing with his buddies, especially Jimmy, grilling, golf, and building things.
He enjoyed helping others, especially the kids, and loved his family the most.
Kirk is survived by his wife Dawn; daughters, Amy Renee and Melanie Sue Wakefield;
stepson, Grady Lawrence Smith; 6 grandchildren; and 6 great-grandchildren. He is also
survived by many dear friends and all of his brothers in law enforcement.
Kirk wanted very much to thank all the staff and nurses at Grayling Munson, especially Dr.
Mucca. He especially is grateful for his friendships with Terry Wadsworth and Gerald
Crawford. Kirk was also very proud of his boys and girls at the Crawford County Sheriff’s
Department - and is especially thankful for his dear comrade and friend Shawn Kraycs. As

Kirk would say: “Live free, stay strong and I will always be with you”.
Visitation will be held at Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home on Thursday, April 25, 2019
between 12:00-4:00 p.m. and 6:00-8:00 p.m. Masonic Memorial Service will be held at
7:30 p.m. Celebration of Kirk's Life will take place on Friday, April 26, 2019, 12 noon at
Grayling Free Methodist Church with interment to follow at Elmwood Cemetery.
Condolences may be sent to www.sorensonlockwood.com. For those that wish to
remember Kirk by memorial contribution, please consider Forgotten Man Ministries
(Crawford Co.), 3940 Fruit Ridge Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49544 or Sheriff Kirk
Alan Wakefield Memorial Scholarship Fund. Envelopes and further information will be
available soon at Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home, and within online obituary at
www.sorensonlockwood.com.
Arrangements by Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home.
**********************************************
Sheriff Kirk Alan Wakefield Memorial Scholarship Fund
Providing educational support for Crawford County law enforcement students. This
permanent endowment fund at the North Central Michigan Community
Foundation(NCMCF) will serve as a legacy and tribute to Sheriff Kirk Alan Wakefield. The
fund is being established with an initial $5,000 donation from Gerald Crawford. Mr.
Crawford will match an additional $5,000 in donations to the fund, dollar for dollar.
To donate to this fund, please make checks payable to NCMCF with “Sheriff Kirk
Wakefield”on the memo line. Credit card gifts can be made online at ncmcf.org. Simply
navigate to “give”,and then search for the fund name. Donations may be left in the care of
Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home. Donations made at a later date may be mailed to
NCMCF, P.O. Box 495, Alpena, MI, 49707.
Sheriff Kirk Alan Wakefield Memorial Scholarship Fund
North Central Michigan Community Foundation
P.O. Box 495
Alpena, MI 49707
989.354.6881
ncmcf.org
Link to donate: https://www.cfnem.org/ncmcf/funds/give.html?fund=1050

NCMCF is an affiliate of the Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gerald A Crawford - May 02 at 10:30 AM

“

I am truly sorry for your loss. Although we never really kept in touch with each other
in the later year's, Kirk was a big part of my life growing up. We lived nextdoor to
each other and we're always doing something together. Either he was at my house or
I was at his house. We even went on vacation s together. I have lots of memories of
those days. Unfortunately once we got into highschool we kinda went our own ways.
We did meet up again at GM, but only for a short time. He left shortly after I started
working there. I will always remember the good times we had.

Jim york - April 28 at 08:21 AM

“

To me he was just Dad. He taught me to fish when I was 4 and I've never stopped.
He taught me to drive a tractor at 5. He taught me to be humble and kind. He also
taught me to help others. He taught me to always trust my gut. Everything he's ever
instilled in me I take with me everyday. I had a childhood like no other. When ever
your couldn't find me you never need look far I was always with my dad. He was
someone I could tell anything no matter the issue. He never judged me for any
reason her never said the words I'm disappointed in you either. EVER. I could give
you a million stories with a million reasons on how my father made my life the things
all children and adults dream of and how my father is amazing but all who knew him
know. My heart will for ever be broken as the space my heart had where my father
has always been is empty and that's a very big part of my heart. But the amazing
men and women who honored father today I will always truly grateful for all of you
and what you've done for my family. I'm humbled. My father did an amazing job for
so many years and the last amazing job her did was putting Mr Shawn Kraycs at the
helm. He's been so incredible through all of this with everything he did arraigned and
has done for our whole family.

Amy wakefield - April 26 at 10:41 PM

“

My Heart is Heavy hearing this news tonight. Kirk was a great guy. I worked with his
former wife Debbie, and was friends with Kirk, Debbie and Dave Lovely (former
Sheriff) when I lived in Grayling. Kirk took Debbie and I to a restaurant that had
Amazing Walleye with a type of raspberry sauce on it. I hung out at their house a bit,
enjoying all the remodeling he was doing the garage loft, I think some car
reconditioning. Kirk touched many hearts and will be missed greatly! May God Bless
his family & friends during this difficult time.

Judith Nelson - April 25 at 11:19 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Kirk Alan Wakefield.

April 24 at 07:03 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Gerald A Crawford - April 24 at 07:32 AM

“

To my friend and a true american. You will be missed by all.
You were the most patriotic yet humble man I have ever met.
We had great memories together and I will never forget you.
I may be in living in California. But my heart goes out to your family and friends.
God bless you and I too will see you again.
Paul "35-ski" Skonieczny

Paul Skonieczny - April 23 at 11:13 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gerald Crawford - April 22 at 12:45 PM

“
“

“

Song by Louis Arreola - Scotland the Brave
Gerald Crawford - April 22 at 01:45 PM

Thank you so much for sharing!
Melanie Wakefield - April 23 at 08:11 PM

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Gerald A Crawford - April 22 at 07:29 AM

“

Such a nice man. I was shocked to hear this news. I will always remember him
having a good time while grilling those hot dogs & the " special chili sauce " at the
annual Dare Golf Outing. Rest in peace friend

Mike Lesko - April 21 at 06:54 PM

“

Dear Dawn holding you and Kirk in my heart.
Love Dad

Patricia Quinlan - April 21 at 08:10 AM

“

21 files added to the album Memories Album

Dawn Smith-Wakefield - April 21 at 07:52 AM

“

Patricia Quinlan lit a candle in memory of Kirk Alan Wakefield

Patricia Quinlan - April 21 at 06:41 AM

“

My beloved son-in-law you will always be in our hearts. Thankful for all the love you
shared. My “gentle giant”,thank you for taking such good care of our daughter
Dawn,and sweet Riley. I will be still now and listen and look for you in the quiet of
morning. Holding you dear daughter Dawn each day in the warm memory’s of the
light of the love you shared with Kirk.
Love Mom

patricia quinlan - April 21 at 05:38 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kirk Alan Wakefield.

April 19 at 11:12 PM

“

Met Kirt back in 1982 while working for the Grayling PD, he was a friend, Brother
Police Officer, and Brother Mason. He mentored me as a young office and was a true
professional. Regrets to the Wakefield family and may he rest in peace. He was part
of so many lives and a true friend. I will plan on doing a Jackpine run when we meet
again.

Scott Pellerito, Ret. Police Chief BVPD. - April 19 at 11:07 PM

“

I first met Kirk when I joined the reserves at the City of Howell PD. Worked with him
until he got laid off. Visited and went on a couple of ride slings with him a few time
when he was a Deputy in Crawford Co. Kept in touch with him over the years and the
last time I saw him at a 9/11 ceremony at the state capital. He was a good man and
will be truly missed. RIP Sheriff

Les Rodwell - April 19 at 10:44 PM

“

Kirk and I were high school friends, work buddies at his Uncle Bud's gas station long
ago in the days of some memorable capers.
I hope he is in peace and am positive that he is greatly missed...
John McMartin

Johny Mac - April 19 at 12:52 PM

“
“

A fellow classmate at Milford High, thank you for your service to others
diane matheny creed - April 19 at 06:34 PM

I remember the impact of Kirk Wakefield's first speech as a candidate for sheriff. He was
humble in attitude and let us know he was not a politician but if the people wanted him to
be their sheriff he would do his best to do the job right. I can't remember his exact words,
but his sincerity was clearly evident. His speech was short and to the point. His public
service apparently matched his few promises since the people voted him the longestserving sheriff of Crawford County. I considered him a friend and he was always available
and friendly. It took a lot of courage for him to place "In God We Trust" on the Crawford
County police cars. He left us too soon. He was one of a kind. May the God of all comfort
be with his family during this difficult time.
Former Pastor Robert Barnett
Robert Barnett - April 19 at 09:02 PM

“

Dawn:
I just retired as the Lenawee County Sheriff on February 28th, 2019. I had been
Sheriff for ten years and knew Kirk well through the Michigan Sheriff's Association. It
was a pleasure to know and work with him as a fellow Sheriff. Myself and my
significant other, LuAnn, were on the other boat when Kirk proposed to you under the
Mackinac bridge. I was at the Sheriff's Conference in October when he announced
his retirement as did I. I am very sorry to hear about his passing. You and your family
are in our thoughts and prayers. Sorry we could not be at the funeral.
Sincerely,
Retired Lenawee County Sheriff Jack Welsh and LuAnn Bearden

Jack Welsh - April 18 at 10:31 PM

“

My deepest sincere condolences to Kirks wife Dawn and family, May God comfort
each of you in the days to come. Kirk was a fair honest man and will be missed by
all. Rest in Peace Sheriff we’ll take it from here. - MacIntyre & Kaczmark Family

Deanna MacIntyre - April 17 at 10:17 PM

“

Kirk was a friend of my husband, Ron. They had worked together at the Proving
Ground and we kept in touch after he went up north when we went camping at
Hartwick Pines. R.I.P. dear friend. Have a cold one with Ron.

Dottie Mantela - April 17 at 07:01 PM

“

Like so many, I had the pleasure to know Kirk Wakefield. His life of friendship to his
career and community will impact our state for many years. Rest in Peace my friend.

Jim Lappan - April 17 at 06:21 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Kirk Alan Wakefield.

April 17 at 04:57 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Kurt‘s passing he was a great friend very helpful to the Grayling
community and always straightforward with all my dealings with him Tom Hunt

Tom Hunt - April 17 at 03:30 PM

“

We are so thankful for the memories that we were able to share with Kirk, especially
most recently as we were able to recognize him as our 2018 Citizen of the Year! We
will miss you and your kind heart so much, Kirk. Love and hugs to Dawn and all
those who were blessed to call you a friend/family. Traci and Hayley, and on behalf of
the Grayling Chamber Board & Members. <3

Traci Cook - April 17 at 01:30 PM

“

The news of Kirk’s passing saddened me, he was a wonderful Sheriff and the best
friend we could ever have. My deepest sympathy to his family, May God comfort you
all, Cheri Blaine

Cheri Blaine - April 17 at 11:43 AM

“

Do sorry to hear about Sheriff Kirks passing. My thoughts and Prayers are with you, Dawn
and the family
Shirley Young - April 17 at 08:55 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Sheriff Kirk’s passing. My thoughts and prayers are with you, Dawn
and the family
Shirley Young - April 17 at 08:57 PM

“

Very sorry to hear this news. Mr. Wakefield was a great man, the best sheriff in our
small little town. This man could leave work at the office and live life at home. He was
very fair in all things he did. What a great man and will be missed as everyone
grieves and tries to move forward. Prayers for this family

Kristin - April 17 at 08:58 AM

“

Today as I rush around with a full days work, I learned that I lost a good friend.
Grayling lost a piece of itself today, a man who contributed to the well bring of all the
citizens amongst us for so many years. I'm so shocked, it is tough for me to come to
terms with Kirk's passing. I want to say it was a Great honor knowing him. I pray for
his family & all the other citizens who he touched their lives in the way he did mine.
RIP Kirk, you are going to be missed so much.

Mary Becker - April 16 at 10:40 PM

“

Kirk was a man among men, someone who always took the time for everyone who asked
of his time. He helped make Crawford County the special place it is. He will be very missed,
sadly there are few men like him. My deepest sympathies to his family.
Kathy "MO" Pardo - April 16 at 11:30 PM

“

Very very sad. A wonderful man . He served our country and our community. My
heart and prayers go out to his wife and family. RIP Sheriff Wakefield.

Mary Neal - April 16 at 09:23 PM

“

Great sadness to read of Kirt's passing!
He was the most caring and understanding sheriff's that Crawford county has ever
had! Truly one of our best citizens!
Prayers for Kirt's family!
Rest In Peace Kirt! God bless you!

Carrie Moon - April 16 at 07:09 PM

“

Love and heartfelt sorrow to Kirk's family n loved ones.May his soul rest in peace..GOD
BLESS
Marcia Rozycki - April 16 at 08:09 PM

“
“
“

Prayers for peace for the family and community on the loss of a great man and leader.
Laurie Jamison - April 16 at 09:25 PM

prayers for Kirk's family RIP Kirk
Ken minard family - April 16 at 09:36 PM

So sad to hear this news. Kirk served his country and county with love, pride,
professionalism and unselfishness .A coworker and friend he was a fine man. Prayers to
his family and friends. Rest In Peace Never forgotten..
Chuck and Ronnie Haas
chuck haas - April 17 at 10:56 AM

“
“
“

I'm saddened by this news. Rest in peace.
Barbara White - April 17 at 02:02 PM

Heartbroken by the loss of a truly great man. He will be forever missed.
Amanda Rohn - April 17 at 02:08 PM

My deepest sympathy to the family of Kirk Wakefield. He was a truly remarkable man and
will be missed by many. My thoughts and prayers are with each of you.
Mary Kay - April 24 at 11:47 AM

“

So sorry to hear about my good friend Kirk. He was a very caring and humble person
and will be missed by all who knew him. I have many fond memories from
remodeling our kitchen with him to his role in city and county law enforcement. Wish
you godspeed my friend!
JERRY MORFORD

JERRY MORFORD - April 16 at 04:56 PM

