Cecilia Ann Diedrich
February 16, 1937 - June 16, 2018

Cecilia Ann Diedrich, 81, passed away Saturday, June 16, 2018, in Traverse City,
Michigan, with her family by her side holding her hand. She is survived by her husband of
35 wonderful years, William Diedrich; Children, Ann Cecilia Benson, Susan Diedrich,
Catherine (Marius) Katilius, William (Michelle) Diedrich; Grandchildren, Michelle Willing,
Maxine Miller, Daniel Raad, Jessica Raad, Alyte Katilius, Kristina Katilius, Lukas Katilius,
Aiden Diedrich, and Lilly Diedrich; Great Grandchildren, Wyatt Willing, Dean Willing, and
Sam Willing; and Sister, Ellen Kubiak.
Born in Niles, Michigan on February 16, 1937, Cecilia was the second youngest of eleven
children. Cecilia dedicated her life to the education of children. She was a teacher
Southfield and Grayling Michigan and Temecula California for more than 40 years. She
was a very popular teacher, having often taught more than one generation of the same
family. After her retirement, Cecilia split her time between Palm Springs, California and
Grayling Michigan, where she enjoyed traveling, antiquing and being with her husband,
children and grandchildren.
A memorial Service will take place Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 2:00 PM with one hour of
gathering prior to services at Sorenson Lockwood Funeral Home in Grayling, Michigan. A
reception will be held after the services at the Diedrich home in Grayling Michigan. The
family will plan a memorial service in Palm Springs, CA in the time to come.
Condolences can be expressed at www.sorensonlockwood.com. Arrangements entrusted
to Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to your
favorite charity. If you do not have a favorite charity, the family suggests the United Way.

Events
JUN
23

Pre-Service Gathering

01:00PM

Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home
1108 W. North Down River Road PO Box 602, Grayling, MI, US, 49738

JUN
23

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home
1108 W. North Down River Road PO Box 602, Grayling, MI, US, 49738

Comments

“

To Cel's family,
(She was Cel to me and probably most of her HS friends.)
I was so shocked and sad to learn of Cel's passing. She was one of a gang of five
while we in Niles HS who did many things together including having many slumber
parties. We were in GAA and always pushed for more competition. One year we
were able to get the superintendent to approve our playing against Dowagiac if we
could secure a local gym and a teacher to supervise. We were able to go to Eastside
Elementary for the event. We were crusaders I guess you'd say back before Title IX.
Cecilia, as described in some of these tributes, was always warm, friendly, and often
kept us on track with her calm acceptance of situations that frustrated us.
We all pushed the limits sometimes. I recall one time at one of our slumber parties
her brother had just returned from Porte Rico and gave her a bottle of rum to share.
Now we were hardly of the drinking crowd, but we sure had fun at that party.
I'm especially saddened by her loss as we had just reconnected last year at our NHS
reunion. It was the first one I had ever attended and I was so thrilled that Cel was
there too. We spent the whole time talking of current lives, remembering past ones
and we parted saying we could meet up again in Grayling as I now live in the UP and
often travel I-75 going and coming to Niles and/or Columbus, OH where I spend most
of my career.
It does not surprise me that her friends describe her as a compassionate long time
teacher. I too was a teacher, but also a principal for 30 years and I can easily identify
the good from the others. Thousands of kids benefited from her touch I know.They
were lucky as were you to be her family.
Again, I am so sorry to learn of her death. I hope it was comfortable and I'm sure with
God's blessing. Peace for her, but I know sadness for you who are left behind. May
your lives and loves with her sustain you.
With sympathy and best wishes,
Phoebe Wienke
Copper Harbor, MI

Phoebe Wienke - July 11, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Love, Holly Armstrong & Paul, Lisa & John Sarrail purchased the Rose Garden Heart
for the family of Cecilia Ann Diedrich.

Love, Holly Armstrong & Paul, Lisa & John Sarrail - June 21, 2018 at 10:10 PM

“

Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray
for the family of Cecilia Ann Diedrich.

Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo - June 21, 2018 at 05:04 PM

“

Bill----my thoughts and prayers. What a lovely lady, I met her when she first moved to
Grayling, always a pretty smile and interest in others and their welfare. Our school
system and county was lucky to have both of you in midst. Best wishes in the days
ahead. Joe Wakeley

Joe Wakeley - June 21, 2018 at 02:19 PM

“

One of my favorite teachers. Always enjoyed running to Ceceilia in Grayling. What a
beautiful lady inside and out. My condolences and prayers.
Dena Campbell 68-69 second grade.

Dena portugal - June 19, 2018 at 11:20 AM

“

To Bill and Family,
I am so heartbroken to learn of Ceile's passing. I only have the most wonderful
memories of the two of you in support of the local communikty. My life, like all the
others, is only better by knowing her.

All my love to you and your family.
Dean Lockwood
Dean Lockwood - June 19, 2018 at 10:17 AM

“

I know your hearts need healing. But your souls rejoice for she is with all the others
lost to you. She is in a joyful place and awaits the reunion.
Prayers for your healing,
Maureen Ferriter

maureen ferriter - June 19, 2018 at 10:15 AM

“

Dear Bill and Family,
I was so sorry to o hear of Cecilia’s passing. Please know that I’m thinking of you and
your family and send my heartfelt sympathy.
Warm wishes,
Shari Stewart

shari Stewart - June 19, 2018 at 09:44 AM

